
Evolutions of Womanism
Resources for further learning

The following is a list of scholars and references mentioned during the September 2021
program, Evolutions of Womanism with Layli Maparyan, Ph.D., and Sheron Fraser-Burgess,
Ph,D., hosted by the Wellesley Centers for Women and co-sponsored by Harambee House at
Wellesley College. Works are listed in the order they were mentioned during the program.

BOOKS

In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens: Womanist Prose by Alice Walker

Womanism: The Dynamics of the Contemporary Black Female Novel in English by Chikwenye
Okonjo Ogunyemi

Africana Womanism: Reclaiming Ourselves by Clenora Hudson-Weems

The Womanist Reader: The First Quarter Century of Womanist Thought by Layli Phillips
(Maparyan)

The Womanist Idea by Layli Maparyan

Deeper Shades of Purple: Womanism in Religion and Society by Stacey M. Floyd-Thomas

Womanist Ethics and the Cultural Production of Evil by Emilie M. Townes

Black Womanist Ethics by Katie Cannon

Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of Empowerment by
Patricia Hill Collins

Three Eyes for the Journey: African Dimensions of the Jamaican Religious Experience by
Dianne M. Stewart

BOOK CHAPTER

Maparyan, L. (2021). “Into the kpanguima: Questing for the roots of womanism in West African
women’s social and spiritual formations.” In The Black Intellectual Tradition: African American
Thought in the Twentieth Century by Derrick P. Alridge, Cornelius L. Bynum, and James B.
Stewart (eds.). University of Illinois Press.
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https://www.wcwonline.org/Videos-by-WCW-Scholars-and-Trainers/evolutions-of-womanism-from-west-african-roots-to-emerging-ideas-in-the-caribbean
https://bookshop.org/books/in-search-of-our-mothers-gardens-womanist-prose/9780156028646
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/494200
https://www.routledge.com/Africana-Womanism-Reclaiming-Ourselves/Hudson-Weems/p/book/9780367253639
https://www.routledge.com/The-Womanist-Reader-The-First-Quarter-Century-of-Womanist-Thought/Phillips/p/book/9780415954112
https://www.routledge.com/The-Womanist-Idea/Maparyan/p/book/9780415886833
https://bookshop.org/books/deeper-shades-of-purple-womanism-in-religion-and-society/9780814727539
https://bookshop.org/books/womanist-ethics-and-the-cultural-production-of-evil/9781403972736
https://bookshop.org/books/black-womanist-ethics-9781597523738/9781597523738
https://bookshop.org/books/black-feminist-thought-knowledge-consciousness-and-the-politics-of-empowerment/9780415964722
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/three-eyes-for-the-journey-9780195175578?q=three%20eyes&lang=en&cc=us
https://www.press.uillinois.edu/books/?id=p085840
https://www.press.uillinois.edu/books/?id=p085840
https://www.wcwonline.org/


JOURNAL ARTICLES

Fraser-Burgess, S.A., Warren-Gordon, K., Humphrey, D.L., & Lowery, K. (2021). Scholars of
color turn to womanism: Countering dehumanization in the academy. Educational Philosophy
and Theory, 53:5, 505-522, DOI: 10.1080/00131857.2020.1750364

Beauboeuf-Lafontant, T.  (2002). A Womanist Experience of Caring: Understanding the
Pedagogy of Exemplary Black Women Teachers. The Urban Review 34, 71–86
https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1014497228517

Patterson, J. A., Mickelson, K. A., Hester, M. L., & Wyrick, J. (2011). Remembering Teachers in
a Segregated School: Narratives of Womanist Pedagogy. Urban Education, 46(3), 267–291.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0042085910377511

Stewart, D.M. (July 2016). “Rethinking Indigenous Africana Sources of Womanist-Feminist
Activisms in the 21st Century,” Journal of Race, Ethnicity, and Religion Vol. 7, Issue 1.4, 1-29

Sandoval, Chela. (1991). "US third world feminism: The theory and method of oppositional
consciousness in the postmodern world." Genders 10:1-24.

ADDITIONAL SOURCES

In the wake of Our womanist foremothers: Resistance as signif(y)er among self-Identified
womanist scholars in higher education [Dissertation] by David L Humphrey Jr.

Tafari-Ama, Imani. (July 25, 2021). “Rastafari womanism as a tool of analysis.” The Gleaner.
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/focus/20210725/imani-tafari-ama-rastafari-womanism-tool-an
alysis

Pu, Xiumei, "Spirituality: A Womanist Reading of Amy Tan's "The Bonesetter's Daughter"."
Thesis, Georgia State University, 2006.

More on Rastafari womanism from Imani Tafari-Ama.

More on womanist theological ethics from Dianne M. Stewart.
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00131857.2020.1750364
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00131857.2020.1750364
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1023/A:1014497228517
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1023/A:1014497228517
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0042085910377511
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0042085910377511
https://doi.org/10.1177/0042085910377511
https://www.academia.edu/40894104/Rethinking_Indigenous_Africana_Sources_of_Womanist-Feminist_Activisms_in_the_21_st_Century
https://www.academia.edu/40894104/Rethinking_Indigenous_Africana_Sources_of_Womanist-Feminist_Activisms_in_the_21_st_Century
https://www.utexaspressjournals.org/doi/pdf/10.5555/gen.1991.10.1
https://www.utexaspressjournals.org/doi/pdf/10.5555/gen.1991.10.1
https://www.academia.edu/43376711/In_the_wake_of_Our_womanist_foremothers_Resistance_as_signif_y_er_among_self_Identified_womanist_scholars_in_higher_education
https://www.academia.edu/43376711/In_the_wake_of_Our_womanist_foremothers_Resistance_as_signif_y_er_among_self_Identified_womanist_scholars_in_higher_education
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/focus/20210725/imani-tafari-ama-rastafari-womanism-tool-analysis
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/focus/20210725/imani-tafari-ama-rastafari-womanism-tool-analysis
https://scholarworks.gsu.edu/wsi_theses/4/
https://scholarworks.gsu.edu/wsi_theses/4/
https://uwi.edu/igds/content/dr-imani-tafari-ama
http://religion.emory.edu/home/people/faculty/stewart-dianne.html
https://www.wcwonline.org/

